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Scotiabank and Recover Guyana celebrate ENGAGE 2.0 graduates.

Scotiabank and Recover Guyana marked a key milestone in youth empowerment with the
graduation of participants from the ENGAGE 2.0 Youth Entrepreneurship Programme on
June 6.

Held at the Ramada Georgetown Princess Hotel, the ceremony celebrated 110 graduates
from Regions Two and Four, bringing ENGAGE’s total reach to 273 young entrepreneurs
equipped to drive sustainable innovation and community development across Guyana.
Twenty top participants were awarded GYD $2 million in seed funding to advance
business ideas focused on sustainability and social impact.

Building Skills, Creating Opportunity

ENGAGE 2.0 equips participants with practical skills in green entrepreneurship, financial
literacy, business development, and digital marketing, supported by mentorship and
hands-on training.

Shellon Garner, Senior Manager, Finance, Scotiabank Guyana commented ““Today is more
than a graduation. It is a powerful reminder of what is possible when young people are
given the right opportunities and support to thrive. When young people succeed, families
are strengthened, communities grow stronger, and countries become more resilient.”

Partnership Driving Impact

The initiative underscores the power of collaboration in advancing inclusive growth.
Beyond funding, Scotiabank employees contributed mentorship and expertise, helping
participants build confidence and capability.

Delivered through ScotiaRISE, Scotiabank’s global social impact strategy, ENGAGE 2.0
supports economic inclusion by expanding access to skills, opportunity, and financial
empowerment.

Garner noted that Scotiabank’s commitment extends beyond funding: “This partnership
goes beyond financial support. Our employees have had the privilege of engaging directly
with participants - sharing knowledge, providing mentorship, and helping to build financial
confidence along the way.”

For graduates, the programme is a launchpad, positioning them to build sustainable
businesses and create lasting impact within their communities.
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Graduates of ENGAGE 2.0 proudly display their certificates, accompanied by Scotiabank representatives.

Shellon Garner - Senior Manager, Finance, Scotiabank Guyana
addresses the graduates.

Dr. Dave Laltoo - Project Lead, ENGAGE provides an overview on the
2026 Programme.
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